




James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man and




In the last paper, I investigated and compared Frank McCourt and James Joyce and  concluded ‘James Joyce’s stance, 
ambition and artifi ces fl ow into Frank McCourt’s bold and shy little experimental thick memoirs though there are several 
differences between them, their directions of writing as well as their intentions’ (Fukuoka 55).  
This paper pursues seven points that could be traced as major similarities between James Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist 
as a Young Man (1916) and Frank McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes (1996).  The similarities: memories of their autobiographical 
developmental records by memory; their father’s tradition as storytellers; their father’s alcoholism and their family’s disastrous 
decline; poverty and their description of their brothers; their suspicion against the Catholic Church; their criticism of teachers’ 
and priests’ violence; and sins and crimes and their sense of guilt.  
We also found that there are differences between the two Irish ‘exiles.’  Joyce and Stephen Dedalus in A Portrait aimed for 
the success as ‘the artist’ and the modernization of the art of a language, while McCourt headed for the realization of an American 
dream as a teacher and a writing master.  Moreover, one of their big differences was traced as the point that McCourt attacked 
the poverty and misery of Irish childhood and children.  He identifi ed the cause of this problem and moved the hearts of Americans 
as well as his students.  





























































‘His father told him that story: his father looked at 


























































































Albert Wachtel が断言しているような ‘“baby tuckoo” is 




























father and mother should have stayed in New York 



































































































































































































































 The lane behind the terrace was waterlogged and 
as he went down it slowly, choosing his steps amid 
30
こども教育宝仙大学　紀要　4　（2013年3月発行）
BULLETIN OF HOSEN COLLEGE OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION Vol. 4  (Mar. 2013)
heaps of wet rubbish, he heard a mad nun screeching 
in the nuns’ madhouse beyond the wall:  
̶Jesus!  O Jesus!  Jesus!
 He shook the sound out of his ears by an angry 
toss of his head and hurried on, stumbling through the 
mouldering oﬀ al, his heart already bitten by an ache 
of loathing and bitterness. His father’s whistle, his 
mother’s mutterings, the screech of an unseen maniac 
were to him now so many voices offending and 
threatening to humble the pride of his youth.  (V.55‒65)
「台地」を「降りる」スティーヴンの足元は、‘waterlogged’ 













修道女の叫びも、‘oﬀ ending and threatening to humble 







 Mam stays in the bed all day, hardly moving. 
Malachy and I ﬁ ll the twins’ bottles with water and 
sugar. In the kitchen we ﬁ nd a half loaf of stale bread 
and two cold sausages. We can’t have tea because the 
milk is sour in the icebox where the ice is melted again 
and everyone knows you can’t drink tea without milk 
unless your father gives it to you out of his mug while 
he’s telling you about Cuchulain.  
 The twins are hungry again but I know I can’t give 
them water and sugar all day and night. I boil sour 
milk in a pot, mash in some of the stale bread, and try 
to feed them from a cup, bread and goody. They make 
faces and run to Mam’s bed, crying. She keeps her 
face to the wall and they run back to me, still crying. 
They won’t eat the bread and goody till I kill the taste 
of the sour milk with sugar.  Now they eat and smile 
and rub the goody over their faces. Malachy wants 
some and if he can eat it, so can I. We all sit on the 
ﬂ oor eating the goody and chewing on the cold sausage 
and drinking water my mother keeps in a milk bottle 





















 Oh, Frankie, Frankie. I said that was one sick child. 
 Malachy is clutching himself. Have to pee. Have to 
pee.  
 So, pee awready. You boys pee and we see you 
mother.  
 After we pee Mrs. Leibowitz comes to see Mam. 
Oh, Mrs. McCourt. Oy vey, darlink. Look at this.  Look 
at these twins. Naked. Mrs. McCourt, what is mazzer, 
eh? The baby she is sick? So talk to me.  Poor woman. 
Here turn around, missus. Talk to me.  Oy, this is one 



















Oh, Jesus. She won’t let my hand go and I’m frightened 
because I’ve never seen her like this before. She’s 
saying Frankie only because it’s my hand she’s holding 
and it’s Margaret she’s thinking about, not me. Your 
lovely little sister is dead, Frankie. Dead. And where 
is your father? She lets my hand drop. I said where is 
your father? Drinking. That’s where he is. There isn’t 
a penny in the house. He can’t get a job but he ﬁ nds 
money for the drink, money for the drink, money for 
the drink, money for the drink. She rears back, knocks 
her head on the wall and screams, Where is she? Where 






まま、突っ込んである。‘Your lovely little sister is dead, 
Frankie. Dead. And where is your father?’ や ‘I said 
where is your father? Drinking. That’s where he is. 
There isn’t a penny in the house. He can’t get a job but 
he finds money for the drink, money for the drink, 












温められる。そこでマコートは、‘My mother never makes 
soup like this and I wonder if there’s any chance Mrs. 
Leibowitz could ever be my mother.’ (38) と思ったり、‘I 
wish little Margaret could be here for the soup. I could 
give it to her with a spoon the way Mrs. Leibowitz is 
giving it to my mother and she’d gurgle and laugh the 


































I know Oliver is dead and Malachy knows Oliver is 
dead but Eugene is too small to know anything.  When 
he wakes in the morning he says, Ollie, Ollie, and 
toddles around the room looking under the beds or he 
climbs up on the bed by the window and points to 
children on the street, especially children with fair hair 
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like him and Oliver.  Ollie, Ollie, he says, and Mam 
picks him up, sobs, hugs him. He struggles to get down 
because he doesn’t want to be picked up and hugged. 
























 People everywhere brag and whimper about the 
woes of their early years, but nothing can compare 
with the Irish version: the poverty; the shiftless 
loquacious alcoholic father; the pious defeated mother 
moaning by the fire; pompous priests; bullying 
schoolmasters; the English and the terrible things they 











































と感じて、耳傾けてきた神父たちの話も、‘an idle formal 
tale’（根拠のない形ばかりの作り話）(IV. 529)だとわか
った気がしてしまう。むしろ、‘He was destined to learn 
his own wisdom apart from others or to learn the 
wisdom of others himself wandering among the snares 

































She prays now, she says, that I may learn in my own 
life and away from home and friends what the heart 
is and what it feels. Amen. So be it. Welcome, O life! I 
go to encounter for the millionth time the reality of 
experience and to forge in the smithy of my soul the 


























で盗んでしまったと答える。‘I stole the ﬁ sh and chips. 
I’m doomed.’ と彼が言うと、神父は、‘You’re forgiven. 































 I talk to St. Francis and tell him about Margaret, 
Oliver, Eugene, my father singing Roddy McCorley 
and bringing home no money, my father sending no 
money from England, Theresa and the green sofa, my 
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terrible sins on Carrigogunnell, why couldn’t they hang 
Hermann Goering for what he did to the little children 
with shoes scattered around concentration camps, the 
Christian Brother who closed the door in my face, the 
time they wouldn’t let me be an altar boy, my small 
brother Michael walking up the lane with the broken 
shoe clacking, my bad eyes that I’m ashamed of, the 
Jesuit brother who closed the door in my face, the 




























ところが、‘the prefect of studies’（学事長）のFather 























There are seven masters in Leamy’s National School 
and they all have leather straps, canes, blackthorn 
sticks. They hit you with the sticks on the shoulders, 
the back, the legs, and, especially, the hands.  If they 
hit you on the hands it’s called a slap. They hit you if 
you’re late, if you have a leaky nib on your pen, if you 
laugh, if you talk, and if you don’t know things.  
 They hit you if you don’t know why God made the 
world, if you don’t know the patron saint of Limerick, 
if you can’t recite the Apostles’ Creed, if you can’t add 
nineteen to forty-seven, if you can’t subtract nineteen 
from forty-seven, if you don’t know the chief towns 
and products of the thirty-two counties of Ireland, if 
you can’t ﬁ nd Bulgaria on the wall map of the world 
that’s blotted with spit, snot, and blobs of ink thrown 
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